The Community Music Network, Inc.
Performing & Teaching Artist Roster

Pamela West-Finkle

Pamela West-Finkle (Angel Pam West) started her professional music career as a
symphonic bassoonist in the US Army Bands and went on to become a singer-
songwriter, recording, teaching, and
performing artist over the last thirty
years. She is a versatile multi-
instrumentalist who performs both
solo as well as with various
ensembles in the genres of rock, folk,
blues, gospel, country, children’s,
new age, and classical music

She holds a B.S. in Education and a
Masters in Music. Her original album
releases include: Evolution (eclectic
"N rock 1997), Dweller on the Threshold

e 4[3\ iy (psychedelic rock 1999), Ready, Set
Go (Children’s 2003), Crystal Palace Meditation (New Age 2003), and the Parent’s
Choice Award Winning Unicorn Crossing (children’s 2012). Her music can be

found online by searching Angel Pam West.

She is the director of the Andes Public Library, and founder/director of The
Community Music Network, Inc., a 501c3 organization that has been providing
community music programs for all ages for the last two decades. She has lived,
taught, and performed in the Catskill Mountains of New York since 2004 where
she has impacted the lives of thousands of children, families, and elderly. She and
her husband, Theodore Finkle, have five children and three grandchildren.



Jason Starr

Jason Starr is a guitar player and singer who has been performing in the
area since he arrived in Franklin with his wife and daughter in 2010. He
has played venues such as the B-Side Ballroom, The Walton Theater,
Castle on the Delaware, The Oneonta, Otego, Cooperstown, and
Franklin Farmers Markets, and the Franklin Holiday Market. Playing solo
and with bands of varying lineups, he plays in the genres of Bluegrass,
Blues, Americana, The Great American Songbook, Motown... all of
which he puts under the big genre umbrella of Folk Music. He is a
Teaching Artist with the Creating Rural Opportunities Partnership
(CROP) program in local schools.



Mike Hermann

Mike Herman is a Country
Blues Musician from
Schoharie County in the
Northern Catskills. Mike’s
songs have a real down
home, danceable quality to
them. His rural tinged lyrics,
I bouncy melodies and solid
fingerpicked guitar reflects
his deep Piedmont Blues
influences and the love he
has for the Country Blues.
Along with tasty guitar lines,
the addition of bittersweet
vocals round out his songs
nicely. Mike is a regular
performer at venues and
 festivals throughout the
region and has previously

hosted numerous open mics.



Story Laurie Mcintosh

& Story Laurie is an
fast enchanting entertainer
and educator whose
- programs have received
*~ numerous accolades
| from schoolteachers and
| administrators across the
nation.

Her warm, engaging style

involves students directly
| in storytelling and
songwriting, and inspires
listeners of all ages to
want to learn more
d about the topics her

programs explore.

A wonderful improvisatory performer, Story Laurie magically glides
from one character to the next, employing her marvelous vocal skills,
gestures and facial expressions. In recent years, Laurie’s songwriting
workshops have been in great demand at schools throughout the
Catskills and Hudson Valley regions, whether on the topic of
immigration, whales, or Laurie’s personal passion, gardening. In 2013,
“Hudson Valley Magazine” named Story Laurie “Best Children’s
Performer of the Year.”

Primarily a solo performer, Laurie sometimes teams up with her
husband Ira Mclntosh to present their top-notch programs at schools
throughout New York State.



Jim Kopp

Like many baby boomer musicians, Jim Kopp started a band when he
was thirteen. He played throughout high school, honing his craft on
bass guitar. Jim went on to play professionally through his thirties
while writing songs and performing throughout the Northeast. Settling
back in his fifties proved fruitful as he met and collaborated with
musicians of his era. He now plays a solo act throughout the northern
Catskills and upstate New York. When he’s not playing music, he is the
Deputy Mayor of the Village of Stamford, New York, where he
enthusiastically supports live music in the community and facilitates
several community concert series.



Theodore Leland Finkle
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Theodore Leland Finkle is a singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist
hailing from Andes/Margaretville. His great grandfather was the
Catskill Mountain folk musician Leland Titch and he has continued the
family tradition, having written hundreds of songs over the past two
decades. He grew up learning the piano and played tenor saxophone in
high school band. In his later 20s and throughout his 30s he performed
in various Catskill Mountain based bands and with African Kora and
Djembe master, Fode Sissoko. From 2002-2009, he owned and
operated the Evergreen Café and Performance venue in Fleischmanns,
New York, where held live music concerts every weekend and several
Renewable Energy Festivals. In 2004, he met his life partner, Pam West,
and they have performed throughout the Catskills and recorded
together as Water Witch, Diviner, and Soul Hollow Minstrels over the
last sixteen years.



Robert Kennedy has been a

B children’s music educator
for nearly 30 years. He is

i - | certified in the Kodaly
2 Method of teaching — which
“ utilizes traditional and folk

CW"‘:OM songs to perform and enjoy

music  through  nursery

rhymes, composed music

improvisation, singing,
instrumental, and movement activities. Robert is also well-versed in the
techniques of Music Therapy, which he often incorporates into his daily
lessons. He plays multiple instruments such as guitar, banjo, ukulele,
bass and harmonica. His mission has been to use music to help children
connect to the world that surrounds them.

Robert taught music appreciation at The Parkside School and The
Gillen Brewer School in Manhattan for nearly 30 years. These schools
were both 12-month, special education programs for children ages 2.8
to 10 years old who have a wide variety of language-based and non-
verbal learning disabilities.

Robert also has four years of experience at Fieldston Outdoors located
in Riverdale (Bronx), New York. Fieldston Outdoors is a summer day
camp, which fosters self-awareness, concern for others, and the deep
satisfaction of connecting with nature. During his time there, Robert
served as the music counselor and led the “Quad” (a group of singers
and musicians who played for the entire camp at the end of every day).
The focus of the song repertoire was nature, environment, and good
old fashioned camp singalongs and movement activities. He also led
songs at the entire camp’s morning meeting where folk stories were
told and acted out to raise awareness of the Hudson River and other
various cultures. (www.bobbycurious.com)



http://www.bobbycurious.com/

ADDITIONAL COLLABORATORS:

Joe Ferla — Facilitator for Electric Open Mic/Jam Session. Currently in-
kind.

Drew Azzinaro — classical/instrumental guitar tablet engagement video,
lessons and group facilitation

Kimberly Hawkey — American Songbook/Torch songs tablet
engagement video

Ira McIntosh — Catskill Mountain folk music tablet engagement videos

Rich Mollin & Friends — Improvisational Jazz and Standards tablet
engagement video

Sage Finkle — video editing, playlist creation, physical device setup

Abel Mendez — music library database administration and
cataloguing/playlist creation, physical device setup,

Beatrice Georgalidis/Certain Grants — intern facilitation, grant
consulting, and additional video support.

Geoff Doyle/Foothills Performing Arts Center — additional video
production support.

Laurie Wehmeyer and Lily Hager of The Pavilion and Kathy
Weisenberger of Robinson Terrace.

The Andes Public Library and Four County Library System

...and more to come!



