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A Letter from the Founder/Director: 

 

It has been my personal experience on the front lines of music education and community music over the 

last thirty years that nothing in the world can equal the impact that music can have on a person’s life. 

Thankfully, the scientific research is finally able to show us how powerful, transformative, and essential 

to basic existence music actually is.  

 

I began performing in nursing homes and at hospice residences in the 1990s, but it was my experience as 

a Musician’s On Call volunteer in New York City that truly opened my eyes to the true physical power 

of music to enhance our wellbeing. I once saw the very active brain wave monitors of a young man who 

had been comatose since birth as I played him an original song of mine at his bedside in the brain study 

ward in a Bronx hospital.  

 

That experience, and many, many others, in nursing homes, hospice, preschools, and low income, rural 

communities since the 1990s is what inspired me to create The Community Music Network in 2001, 

after the attack on the Twin Towers. After twenty years of field research and local community work in 

the Catskill Mountains of New York, we obtained 501c3 nonprofit status in 2020 just as the pandemic 

took hold. 

 

Because of the pandemic, I had to create digital offerings, including our early childhood Zoom classes,  

Digital Bedside Concerts and group sing-a-long video series. We partnered with the national Music & 

Memory Project and in addition to our live nursing home programs, we offer prescription music 

playlists, customized dementia music players, and we are working to offer many resources to those 

caring for the elderly, those, who are disabled, and those living with dementia, stroke, Parkinson’s, 

Multiple Sclerosis, and mental illness, to include work with disabled veterans. Thankfully most of our 

programs are in person again, allowing us the benefits of musical socialization, but our digital services 

can reach those who are not able to participate with us in person. 

 

Your tax deductible donation to our organization and its programs and initiatives can make such a 

difference in the lives of people who need it most. Our mission is to serve the underserved and to 

champion the benefits of live music participation and community music for all ages in geographically 

isolated or economically challenged regions. We are a women and disabled veteran owned/operated 

non-profit corporation, and every dollar donated goes to support our programs, our outreach, and the 

performing and teaching artists who share their talents in the communities we serve.  

 

Thank you for your generous support!    ~ Pamela S. West-Finkle, Director 

http://www.communitymusicnetwork.org/

